
V
er

m
o
n
t 

K
n
ig

h
ts

 i
n

 A
ct

io
n

C
h

a
ri

ty
, 
U

n
it

y
, 
F

ra
te

rn
it

y
, 

P
a
tr

io
ti

sm
V

er
m

o
n

t 
S

ta
te

 C
o
u

n
ci

l
F

eb
ru

a
ry

,
2
0
2
0
  
E

d
it

io
n

Vermont State Council Officers

State Chaplain Fr. Timothy Naples

State Deputy Thomas Herbst Jr.

State Secretary Steve Shover

State Treasurer Jim Michael 
State Advocate       Nick Conti 

State Warden David Shepard

Immediate Past State Deputy Michael Patnode

Program Director Bill LaCroix

Membership Director Ed Nuttall

Faith Director Thomas Headley

Council Retention Director James Benson
Family Director John Santorello

Youth Director Elijah LaChance
Forms Chairman                                 Dennis Smith

Brother Knights,

Can you believe it? The Annual State Convention 

is at the end of April and plans are well underway to 

make this year’s convention a great success. Speaking of 

the convention, your Council’s Financial Secretary will 

be getting “Notice of Election of Convention Delegates 

and Alternates” in their email within the next two weeks. 

Please print this out and email it back to Steve Shover 

(engravingandgift@aol.com). 

This will help the State Officers with mileage and per diem and roll call on both 

Saturday and Sunday. As for Program Director’s, Chairmen, Past State Deputies, 

and District Deputies you will be receiving in the mail your 2 part credentials. 

Please sign the one stamped Copy and return to Steve Shover either by mail or 

email and retain the Original. Remember to bring the Original with you to the 

Convention when you register as you will need to sign it in front of a member of 

the Credentials Committee.

As many of you if not all of you know, that on the Sunday of the 

Convention we hold the Election of State Officers. What some of you may not 

know is that at our January State Officers Meeting we declare our intentions for the 

upcoming fraternal year. 

On Thursday January 30, 2020 we met and discussed our plans for the 

upcoming Fraternal Year. We all declared our intentions at this meeting. So 

here is what we declared. I will NOT be seeking re-election as State Deputy. 

State Secretary Steve Shover declared he will be running for State Deputy. 

State Treasurer Jim Michael declared he will be running for State Secretary. 

mailto:engravingandgift@aol.com


State Advocate Nick Conti declared he will NOT be running for State Office. State Warden David 

Shepard declared he will be running for State Advocate. As you can see, we have 2 openings on the State 

Board of Officers. With that being said, I do want to remind everyone that these are open elections, and anyone 

can run for any State Office. So, if anyone wants to run for State Office. I encourage you to contact a Past State 

Deputy who can help you in this regard. Again anyone can run for any office during the Convention.

Now on a good note. We have brought our membership up this month by bringing in 6 new members 

(according to Officers Online as for January 31st at noon) I do know that there are 3 new members that are not 

on the “books” yet though. These 3 new Brother Knights joined Our Order on January 29th in Milton where the 

New Exemplification was used. To my knowledge this was the second time that the New Exemplification was 

used in the State since its release in the middle of the month. The first time being at Norwich University on 

January 17th where we too brought in 3 new Knights. Great Job Everyone! Do you think you can do it again in 

February? I know you can.I would love to see it happen. In fact, I would love to see an increase of 10 every 

month for the remaining Fraternal Year. With 5 months left that is 50 new members. I know you can do it. I 

have complete Faith in you. I am looking forward to seeing what happens in February with recruiting. I know it 

will be a good month. Let’s make it the best month Vermont has ever seen.

Vivat Jesus!

Thomas Herbst, Jr.

State Deputy

District # January Intake Total Intake since July 1, 2019

District #1 0 1

District #2 0 0

District #3 0 1

District #4 0 2

District #5 0 1

District #6 4 18

District #7 0 0

District #8 1 2

District #9 1 1

Online 0 8

Totals 6 34

Total for FY 2019-2020 40



STATE SECRETARY’S CORNER
Greetings to all my fellow Knights of Columbus. 

Even though we are in the midst of our cold winter, our work continues forward. As of this 

writing, some of you have sent in your second half per capita checks and I appreciate your 

promptness in sending in those funds. There are still quite a few Councils that have not done so, 

and if you are one of those Councils, please take a minute to send in your check. As of today, 

another bill has gone out to the various councils within the State for your Liability Insurance for 

your members. Please note that the State Council has already paid this bill in the amount of 

$3221.89, so your prompt payment on this would also be appreciated sooner than later.

CONVENTION 2020

The planning committee for your upcoming convention has been extremely active and very 

involved in planning out a tremendous convention for this year. As noted by our State Deputy, 

Tom Herbst, the cost has gone up significantly (just for this year) and we are going to request that 

any of you as delegates vote on matching the 300 club amount for this year and this year only. 

This is a significant amount of money and will be distributed to all delegates that will be attending 

the convention this year to help offset the expense. Some councils have already made reservations 

with Jay Peak and we appreciate you doing this. The convention is still three months away, but as 

you all know, time has a way of getting away from us, so the sooner you vote on your delegates, 

the sooner you can make your reservations. Again, most of you should have received your 

invitation for the convention and inside that packet was an ad form. We NEED your help in selling 

ads to offset the cost of the various rooms we will be using for the business meeting, Mass and 

meals. The cost for all these rooms is $3,000.00, so any ads you sell will help to take care of this 

expense.

A letter from me will be forthcoming to all financial secretaries for the entire State with a  request 

of you to send me all the names of any brother Knights who have died over the past fraternal year. 

All these members will be prayed for at our Memorial Mass on Friday evening of the convention. 

Please send those names to me, your State Secretary.

ULTRASOUND INITIATIVE

Our current balance in the ultrasound account is $6293.00 and we are now in our second year for 

this initiative. The goal is still at $50,000.00 to purchase a van and Supreme will be covering the 

entire cost of the ultrasound machine. We still need to raise $43,707.00 to attain our goal. Our 

State Chaplain will be addressing this issue at the convention on April. Your Council can help be 

having some sort of fund raiser to assist us in purchasing this van. Any financial help will be 

greatly appreciated.

That’s all for now.

Steve



Intellectually Challenged Campaign
As of today (01/23/2020) I have only heard from 1 Council in regards to how many 

boxes of Tootsie roll they will need for this years campaign. In order to get the 

order in and to receive before the convention, I need a response no later than 

February 7, 2020

Maurice Noel PSD/FDM

Intellectually Challenged Campaign

Chairman

Vocations   (RSVP)
The Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with our priests and religious. Through this program, council and 

parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in their area. For every $500 given to an individual, the 

Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100. The maximum refund a council or assembly can 

receive is $400 per individual supported. Though financial support is vitally important, it is not the only 

aspect of RSVP. Councils are also called to provide their “adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant 

with moral support and prayers for their success. 

Councils are required to provide financial support of at least $500 for a minimum of one seminarian. Councils 

are also required to provide their “adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and prayers 

for their success. 

If your council is considering supporting a seminarian please contact me  for information on a seminarian or 

seminarians to support. You can E-mail me at gfbean44@yahoo.com. Or call at 862-8581. Also if you have 

already given financial support to a seminarian for the year (July 1, 2019- June 30, 2020 please send me a 

copy of form 2863 (RSVP form) .

Conduct various events in your parish and community in order to reach your goal! 

As a council, make a resolution to allocate a specific amount collected at various fundraisers for RSVP. In 

addition to financial support, councils are called to aid their “adopted” seminarian or postulant with moral and 

emotional support, and prayers for their vocation and vocations throughout the church. This is a central aspect 

of RSVP and must be fulfilled in order to satisfy the program requirements. Providing such support is easy 

and can be accomplished through a variety of efforts: At the end of each council meeting or event, take a 

moment to remember the seminarian you support. Send cards to your seminarian or postulate on major 

holidays (i.e., Easter, Christmas), etc.  Ask the seminarian or postulate how your council can best assist him or 

her throughout the year.

Immediately after your program is finished, complete the RSVP Report Form (#2863) and submit them to the 

Supreme Council Department of Fraternal Mission and State Vocations Chairman to obtain credit for your 

program. Remember to retain copies for your council records. Proudly display your RSVP participation 

plaque in your parish or council hall and continue to add to it by participating every year!

”Vocations are Everybody's Business” Pray for Vocations.

Vivat Jesus       

Jerry Bean, PSD, FDM

K of C State Vocations Chairman

http://kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/rsvp/2863-rsvp-refund-and-plaque-application.pdf




Worthy Sir Knights,

I ask for a moment of prayer for the repose soul of PSD Fred “Chris” 

Dupre, Charles W. Jasman Assembly 1151, called to be with our Lord 

on January 16th.  Please keep his wife, Terrie and son, Justin in your 

prayers;

“O God, you do not willingly grieve or afflict your children.  

Look with pity on the suffering of Chris’ family in their loss.  

Sustain Terrie and her Family in this time of anguish; and 

into the darkness of their grief bring the light of your love; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray.  Amen”.

Let us also remember February 3rd on the early morning hours of February 3, 1943, at 12:55 a.m., when the 

troop ship USAT Dorchester was torpedoed by the German submarine U-223 off Newfoundland and sank 

in the North Atlantic. Congress established February 3 as Four Chaplains Day in 1988.  Observed with 

official proclamations and, sometimes, flags flying at half-mast.  The Four Chaplains, sometimes referred 

to as the "Immortal Chaplains" or the "Dorchester Chaplains", were four United States Army chaplains

who gave their life jackets when the supply ran out to save other civilian and military personnel onboard as 

the ship sank.  With joined arms, saying prayers, and singing hymns as they went down with the ship.  The 

chaplains were Reverend George L. Fox (Methodist), Alexander D. Goode (Reform Rabbi), Father John P. 

Washington (Roman Catholic), and Reverend Clark V. Poling (Reformed Church in America).  

Here are some other important (or not so important) trivia February dates:

February 1st - No Politics Day. That means no political activities, no political statements of any kind 

whatsoever.... no Facebook or twitter posts, no discussions or debates, no sharing or spreading political 

articles, comics, or other materials, and, certainly, no fake news today.  So, let's all celebrate this refreshing 

and relaxing day.  There will be plenty of time for politics tomorrow. 

February 2nd - Super Bowl LIV (54). Every NFL Football team wants to get to the "Party", The "Big 

Game", the Super Bowl! But only the 49ers and KC will live it.  One team leaves with the ring of victory to 

tell the world they are the greatest football team in the world!!! (their words NOT mine). 

February 9th - Toothache Day.  Christians celebrate the Feast Day of St. Apollonia on this date.  Born in 

the 2nd Century, is the patroness of dentistry and all who suffer from toothache or dental problems.  A virgin 

martyr in 249 AD during a local uprising against Christians.  According to church tradition, her torture

included having all of her teeth violently pulled out or shattered.  At that time Apollonia was held in high 

esteem.  A mob seized her and by repeated blows broke all her teeth.  They then erected outside the city 

gates a pile of wood and threatened to burn her alive if she refused to repeat impious words (either a 

blasphemy against Christ, or an invocation of the heathen gods).  Given, at her request, a little freedom, she 

sprang quickly into the fire and was burned to death.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_submarine_U-223
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newfoundland_and_Labrador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_chaplain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_L._Fox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_D._Goode
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reform_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_P._Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clark_V._Poling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_Church_in_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teeth


February 16th - Do a Grouch a Favor Day.  Everyone has been a grouch at one time or another.  Some 

people are seemingly grouchy all of the time.  It's in their nature.  Others are occasional grouches, influenced 

by events in their lives, lack of sleep, the weather, etc.  A few people are good at disguising their grouchy 

mood But, they still need cheering up.  Look around for someone who is in a grouchy mood today.  Then, do 

him or her a favor that will cheer up their day.  There's plenty of grouches out there to practice on.  Try it on 

all the grouches that you see today and watch the results! 

With February being the shortest month of the year, I do not have enough room to comment on each day, 

religious and not-so-religious, so I leave you to do your own research as I say,

Sir Knights, stay active with your Council and Assembly – in its charitable workings – in its recruiting works 

- in its fun activities.  

Vivat Jesus!

George Piette

FN Andre Ricard, James Cardinal 

Gibbons Assembly 1157, Newport,

presents SK Merle and Cecile 

Wheeler, a 60-year Wedding 

Anniversary Certificate 

from Supreme Knight Carl 

Anderson on January 16, 2020





Vermont District Assemblies Biennial Meeting  

March 28, 2020

Faithful Navigators, 

Your Assembly should be preparing for the upcoming Vermont District Assemblies Biennial Meeting on 

March 28, 2020 hosted by FN Joseph Kelly and Charles W. Jasman Assembly 1151, Barre. Per 

the Laws and Rules Governing the Fourth Degree Article V Section 14(b), the District Assemblies shall be 

composed of the Faithful Navigator and one delegate for each 100 members or major fraction of (50+) thereof 

of each Assembly which delegates shall be elected by ballot at the February meeting and after prior notice of 

the holding of such elections has been given to the members by notice or publication. Assemblies shall have 

the right to elect alternates for the Faithful Navigator and for any delegates to which they may be 

entitled. Article V Section 14(c), the District Assemblies shall meet biennially at the call of the Master during 

the months of March or April in the even numbered years. Article V Section 15, Assemblies shall pay the 

expenses of their representatives and delegates to the District Assembly meeting.

My tour as your two-term District Master will end on August 31, 2020 therefore, by order of the Laws and 

Rules Governing the Fourth Degree Article VI Section 17 (a) and (b), during the Biennial Meeting, District 

Assemblies shall select, by ballot, 3 recommendations for District Master which shall be forwarded (hard 

copy - NO EMAIL SUBMISSIONS) to our Supreme Master for consideration. The Supreme Master shall 

elect the District Master who shall be appointed for a two-year term, not to exceed two terms and expiring on 

August 31st in even-numbered years. Below is the required Master Nomination format for submission. I ask 

each of you to pass the word and be prepared to present your submission during the Biennial Meeting…

Master Nomination

2020 - 2022

Membership Number:

Name and name of spouse:

Address:

Phone (W) (H) (C):

e-mail:

Assembly and Council:

Date of Birth:

Education:

PSD? If yes from – to:

PFN? If yes from – to:

Color Corps If yes from – to w/participation as Commander/Sir Knight:

Military service – Branch/Rank/Years of Service:

Fourth Degree Accomplishments:

Biography (mandatory):

Each candidate being recommended for District Master shall include a synopsis, not to exceed two 

double spaced typed pages and answering, at a minimum, the following questions:

“Why I am the best candidate for the position” and

“What is my plan to promote and grow the Fourth Degree”.



Uniform Update

As of December 1, 2019, the 4th degree uniform is only being sold by our authorized domestic provider, The 

Supply Room, (TSR). You must deal directly with TSR to place an order for uniforms and the color beret 

patch. Please inform your members of this change in policy as it is the member’s responsibility to properly 

place an order. The Supreme Masters Office will no longer accept order requests. Again, the address 

is. https://www.kofcuniform.com/.

Ceremonials

You should know by now, the Order has done away with the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Degree ceremonial and has 

moved ahead with a single degree format. This is a game-changer for us. The Knighting Ceremony now 

occurs only once and is rightfully the exclusive function of the 4th Degree. Suddenly, the title of Sir Knight 

has a more powerful meaning. While the rules of the new ceremony haven’t been finalized. It appears to me 

all 4th Degree knights should plan to attend these ceremonials in Official Regalia Dress-Members, NOT in 

Official Regalia Dress-Color Corps. I believe this would be a great opportunity to introduce the idea of Sir 

Knighthood to the new member while in the new uniform, give him an informational flyer and a Form 4, with a 

promise to follow-up later. Don’t forget, wives are encouraged to be in attendance so the initial greeting should 

be more fruitful. Our member councils have a lot of 1st and 2nd Degree members waiting for 

advancement. This could be an opportunity for the assembly to assist your councils in getting these men to the 

new ceremonial. For many, it may be the time to refresh their zeal for our order. Lent begins on Feb 26th, I 

can’t think of a better time of year to approaching these men. How can we help?

Be sure to log onto the Supreme web site to view the Supreme Knight’s message about the new

ceremonial. Encourage ALL Sir Knights to attend the new Ceremonial of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. We 

would do well to understand this ceremonial, and its significance to our candidates.

Supreme Master’s Office

Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard has advised me of the following and I offer these to you for your own 

information: As we approach biennial meeting season let us keep in mind the importance of having men 

nominated for district master who support the programs and uniform of the fourth degree…. How one places at 

the biennial meeting does not guarantee an appointment to master, nor does the recommendation of the DM, 

VSM or SD. The Supreme Knight and I will determine the best person for the position, even if it means going 

outside of the nominees submitted.

In the recent weeks the Supreme Master has been getting a lot of inquiries regarding Military Chaplains 

Scholarship Fund, where to send the checks and whom to make the checks out to. This information was e-

mailed few months back. I am including this information again. If there are any additional questions do not 

hesitate to ask. Check should be made out to: 

Military Chaplains and Send to:

Attn: Maryann Ludington, Charities

One Columbus Plaza

New Haven, Ct. 06510

Justyna (Supreme Master's Secretary) says… I want to address the mailing of communications to the Supreme 

Masters office. Unless items are actually addressed to either Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard or Justyna 

Padilla, all mail received at headquarters Is forwarded to our mail clearing house in New York, where it is 

opened, separated and then distributed to the required section. This of course delays our receiving your most 

important documents. Forms such as 1315,186 etc. can be e-mailed to addresses provided on bottom of the 

forms. If there are any questions please don’t hesitate to ask.

Finally, please reserved April 24th-26th for the Vermont 122nd State Convention at Jay Peak. I am requesting 

as many Honor and Color Corps Guards as possible for their Memorial Mass on the 24th, opening ceremony 

and Banquet on the 25th and the Color Corps to close the convention on the 26th.

George

DM-VT

https://www.kofcuniform.com/






























From your Form’s Chairman
Worthy Grand Knights and Faithful Navigators,

Greetings from sunny, warm Florida. After a week of 80's, high 70's and bright sun, we are having a little rain 

this evening, a perfect time to talk about K of C forms. The specific form I wish to discuss is #1728, Annual 

Survey of Fraternal Activity. This form is so important because the numbers collected tell Supreme the amount of 

manpower and money we donate each year.

This year Supreme is asking for 100% participation. Blank forms will only be accepted in extreme cases and 

permission must come from the State Deputy or the Vice Supreme Master. Basically, if there are members on the 

roster and officers are listed, a form #1728 must be submitted. Here is the detail of the rules for blank form 

submission:

2019 Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity

Blank Form External Request for Removal Process

1) Council Forms – Must be approved by State Deputy

a. Council cannot have any recruitment or awards within the last two years.

b. Council cannot have prior form submission/charitable contribution within the last two years.

c. If there are officers and members on roster, the form should not be submitted blank.

2) Assembly Forms - Must be approved by Vice Supreme Master

a. Assembly cannot have any recruitment or awards within the last two years.

b. Assembly cannot have prior form submission/charitable contribution within the last two years.

c. If there are officers and members on roster, the form should not be submitted blank.

The form itself has changed in the last couple years but the information sought is pretty much the same. 

Hopefully you have collected the necessary information from individual members and appropriate officers are 

working on the council and assembly numbers. This form may be submitted electronically, check it out in the 

forms section of kofc.org. Traditionally the deadline for submission has been January 31. I will be receiving 

weekly updates of those not submitting forms so I can contact you, first by email then by phone.

If you have questions, send me an email to movillesmiths@comcast.net or give me a call at 802-793-3099.

Fraternally,

Dennis R. Smith, Annual Survey Coordinator, State Forms Chairman

PS: Please be sure you are using the most current form to submit your fraternal activities. The effect 

date on the form should be 11/19. If you go to KofC.org there shouldn't be any problem. This report 

can be filled and submitted online. If you choose to email a copy it should go 

to fraternalmission@kofc.org. On the form it asks for "jurisdiction", that is Vermont.

Dennis

http://kofc.org/
mailto:movillesmiths@comcast.net
mailto:fraternalmission@kofc.org










Rutland Council 232
To start the new year off in the spirit of charity, the Knights of Columbus Council #232 hosted a 

free dinner open to the public. It occurred on January 5, in St. Anne’s Hall, the basement area of 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Rutland. From 1:00 to 3:00, over 70 people were served a 

delicious hot meal, with everything from tender ham and fresh vegetables to gooey macaroni and 

cheese. Just about everyone came up for second helpings, which was positive feedback for Brother 

Billy Gillam, the main chef in the kitchen, and Paula Lannon, cook and wife of Brother Mike 

Lannon.. “They all ate and were satisfied,” (Matt 15:37). The Knights not only prepared and served 

the food, but also distributed it to an additional 40 people in the community who were house-bound 

and unable to come out for the event. All recipients were very grateful for the meals from the 

Knights. The event was a success and Council 232 is already discussing when

to host another, so as to continue the display of corporal works in the community and glorify God in 

the spirit of charity.



REGISTER FOR THE 2020 LIFE SYMPOSIUM - sponsored 

by Vermont Right to Life Committee

A Life Symposium: Understanding the issues impacting human life at the crossroads of law, 

medicine, and your community.

Saturday, September 19, 2020

8AM-3PM

Doubletree by Hilton

870 Williston Rd, Burlington, VT

802-865-6600

$50.00 per person. Scholarships available for students.

Register now! You can also register by mail

This full and informative day will include expert guest speakers 

discussing and focusing on the issues relating to amending the 

Vermont Constitution to include abortion (referred to as Proposal 5 or 

Article 22).

If Proposal 5 passes in the next biennium, the proabortion measure will 

appear on the general election ballot in November of 2022. A Life 

Symposium is your opportunity to become fully informed and prepared 

to make a difference in your local community.

Register now! You can also register by mail

https://www.vrlc.net/register-for-the-2020-life-symposium/
https://www.vrlc.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020_VRLC_Life_Symposium.pdf
https://www.vrlc.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020_VRLC_Life_Symposium.pdf






300 Club drawing Winners
WEEK #1 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 300 Kevin Aremburg 421

$75.00 186 Jay Benson 7525

$50.00 121 Michael Morse 297

WEEK #2 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 144 Maurice Brasseur 2285

$75.00 73 Michaud Council #2025 2025

$50.00 46 Andrew Aguilar 232

WEEK #3 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 239 Charles Trybus 2284

$75.00 284 Fr, Yvon Royer 3664

$50.00 244 Bernard Gladu 421

WEEK #4 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 83 Leo Assembly #1154 917

$75.00 111 Donald Couture 2610

$50.00 150 Michael Rouleau 399

WEEK #5 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 183 Nancy Reed 2946

$75.00 210 Ted Yandow 297

$50.00 262 Fr. Steve Hornat 2284

WEEK #6 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 287 Eric Heiman 2284

$75.00 34 Deborah DeLabruere 2025

$50.00 156 Jeffrey Randall 5041



Brother Knights

I thank you for all of your articles and making this 

newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to 

PLEASE forward this newsletter to all of your councils and 

members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE  March 1, 2020

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com

